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SUBJECT: J.R. RULES OUT READMITTANCE OF PARTY DISSENTERS 

1 . SUMMARY. UNITED NATIONAL PARTY LEADER J.R. JAYEWARDENE 
HAS ANNOUNCED THAT RUKMAN SENANAYAKE, EXPELLED FROM THE 
PARTY LAST YEAR, WILL NOT BE READMITTED TO THE UNP. THE 
APPARENTLY UNEQUIVOCAL STATEMENT COMES IN THE WAKE OF 
WIDESPREAD RUMORS THAT RUKMAN AND FELLOW DISSENTERS HAD 
REACHED AN AGREEMENT WITH J.R. TO RE-ENTER THE UNP AND 
CONTEST SEVERAL SEATS AT THE ELECTION. THE UNP'S 
WILLINGNESS TO WRITE OFF RUKMAN AND HIS "DUDLEY FRONT" 

IS A RECONGNITION OF THE FRONT’S INABILITY OVER THE PAST 
YEAR TO BUKLD ITS PARTY INTO A CREDIBLE CONTENDER FOR 
THE ELECTION. END SUMMARY. 

2. WHEN RUKMAN SENANAYAKE, M.P., WAS OUSTED FROM THE 
UNITED NATIONAL PARTY IN APRIL, 1976 FOR DISLOYALTY, HE 
AND SEVERAL OTHER DISSENTERS FORMED THE DUDLEY FRONT, 

NAMED AFTER RUKMAN'S UNCLE, THE LATE EX-PM DUDLEY SENANAYAKE, SINCE 
THEN THE FRONT HAS FAILED TO PICK UP ANY NOTABLE OUTSIDE 
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SUPPORT ALTHOUGH IT HAS BEEN LAVISHED WITH PUBLICITY BY 
THE SRI LANKA FREEDOM PARTY (SLFP) PRESS, ANXIOUS TO PLAY 
UP DISSENSION WITHIN THE OPPOSITION, LATELY WE HAD 
BEEN HEARING RUMORS FROM UNP CIRCLES THAT A RECONCILIATION 
HAD BEEN REACHED BETWEEN RUKMAN AND THE UNP LEADER- 
SHIP. SUPPOSEDLY RUKMAN AND ONE OTHER DUDLEY FRONT 
MEMBER WOULD BE GIVEN UNP NOMINATIONS AT THE UPCOMING 
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ELECTION. RUKMAN HIMSELF REPORTEDLY MADE A SIMILAR 
STATEMENT TO HIS FOLLOWERS FEBRUARY 20. 

3. APPARENTLY TO QUELL THESE RUMORS AND TO AVOID UNDER- 
CUTTING THE ALREADY- APPOINTED UNP CANDIDATE IN RUKMAN'S 
HOME CONSTITUENCY, UNP LEADER J.R. IAYEWARDENE WROTE 
AND HAD PUBLISHED MARCH 4 A LETTER TO A PARTY SUPPORTER 
TO THE EFFECT THAT RUKMAN WOULD NOT BE READMITTED. 

IN A SEMMINGLY UNEQUIVOCAL STATEMENT, J.R. SAID THAT 
NEITHER THE PARTY "NOR I PERSONALLY HAVE ANY INTENTION 
WHATSOEVER TO READMIT (SIC) A PERSON SACKED FROM THE 
PARTY FOR INDULGING IN TREACHEROUS ACTS AGAINST IT. 

WHETHER IT BE MR. RUKMAN SENANAYAKE FOR ANYONE." 

3. COMMMENT: THE UNP HAS ALREADY APPOINTED A STRONG 
CANDIDATE (WHO HOLDS THE PRESTIGIOUS LAY BUDDHIST OFFICE 
OF CUSTODIAN OF THE TOOTH RELIC) TO CONTEST RUKMAN 
SENANAYAKE'S HOME CONSTITUENCY OF DEDIGAMA, LONG HIS FAMILY'S FIEF. 
WITH RUMAN IN THE RACE AS AN INDEPENDENT (SINCE THE DUDLEY 
FRONT WILL NOT QUALIFY AS A RECOGNIZED PARTY), THE ELECTION FOR 
THAT SEAT COULD BE A TOSS-UP WITH THE SLFP CANDIDATE PERHAPS 
BENEFITTING. HOWEVER, IN NO OTHER AREA DOES IT NOW APPEAR THAT 
THE BUDLEY FRONT CANDIDATES WILL BE SERIOUS FACTORS IN THE 
ELECTION. IT IS IN RECOGNITION OF THAT FACT THAT J.R. HAS 
BEEN ABLE TO TAKE A TOUGH LINE AND RULE OUT ANY REAPPROCHE- 
MENT. 
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